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As each one has received 
a gift, use it to serve one 
another as good stewards 
of God’s varied grace.

    1 Peter 4:10 

In the Fall of 2017, members of St. Bartholomew’s Pastoral Council began considering the steps necessary to 
move our parish into the future. The vision of a more engaged, welcoming, connected Catholic community 
began to emerge.

This booklet provides a snapshot of the new strategic plan developed by parish leadership and staff. The plan 
includes revised mission and vision statements and new and distinct parish goals. All parishioners are being 
called to lend their hands to make our strategic plan a reality.

Just as Jesus has had a hand in each of our lives, we believe he is calling each of us to have a direct hand in 
strengthening relationships with existing and new parishioners, forming our faith and educating young people, 
serving others, and solidifying the financial and operational strength needed to provide effective ministries well 
into our future.

We believe that Jesus wants more from us at St. Bartholomew—more of our time, talent and treasure to bring 
about God’s kingdom.  As you read through these pages, we invite you to reflect on how Jesus is calling you to 
use your hands to glorify God as a member of St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community.

Your hands in our future
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To be a Christ-centered Catholic community that welcomes all, worships and serves together, and inspires 
others to follow Christ.

Our new Vision

Our new Mission
The mission of St. Bartholomew is to:

• Intensify each member’s relationship with, and commitment to, Jesus
• Help each member live the gospel in their home and daily life
• Strengthen the fellowship among parish members
• Witness so vibrantly that it attracts others to Jesus and his Church
• Invite and welcome others with acceptance
• Engage in service and compassionate care for one another and the broader community

So that the members are dynamic Catholics in this life and will be blessed with eternal life in the next.
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We have been richly blessed by the hand of 
God.  A hand is the symbol of God the Father 
and his creative power, particularly as Creator 
of the world.  It is by the hand of God that we 
have the earth and the sea; the sun, the moon, 
and the stars; forests, rivers, and lakes; our 
lives; the air we breathe; and the food we eat.

Jesus used his hands to love and serve others 
with the personal touch.  He frequently used his 
hands to cure the sick:  he placed his hand on 
a leper and cleansed him, took a woman with 
a fever by the hand and it left her, touched his 
hand to the eyes of a blind man and restored his 
sight, and laid his hands on the royal official’s 
daughter and raised her back to life.  When 
Peter was sinking in the Sea of Galilee, Jesus 

With open hands

extended his hand to rescue him.  When a 
woman bent over by the weight of her sin was 
in the synagogue, Jesus laid his hands on her 
and forgave her.

An open hand is a symbol of God’s love, kind-
ness, and generosity to us.  We have been 
touched with countless blessings.  God is hoping 
that we will recognize our blessings, express 
our gratitude with our praise and thanks, and 
like him, be generous.

Jesus is the head of the Body of Christ, the 
Church, and he is inviting us to help him build 
the Kingdom of God on earth, to be his partners, 
brothers and sisters in faith, serving him by 
serving our neighbors. We have choices.  We 

can have clenched fists or open 
hands.  We can cling to what we 
have or share generously from what 
we have been given.  
  
Thank you for all that you have 
shared to further the mission of the 
Church in the past, and I bid you 
open your hands as we move into 
the future.  God does not hold back, 
and nor should we.  God is pleased 
with open hands.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun
Pastor
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Welcome

Enhance our welcoming culture to reflect Christ’s love and peace in the world by examining our current culture 
and incorporating best practices from other welcoming organizations/churches/institutions. We will revitalize our 
new-member welcome program, train volunteers and create intentional outreach processes to engage current 
parishioners and school families.

Connect

Strengthen our parish as members connect through personal engagement and social/spiritual events. Participation 
in the life of our community will go beyond Sunday as faith-based relationships are built through church ministries. 

  

                           Your welcoming hands in our future

Parish  goals

  Your spirited hands 
             in our future
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Grow and Nurture Faith

Support members as they grow in holiness by increasing the quality, variety and accessibility of faith-nurturing opportunities, 
including retreats, small group ministry, adult and youth mission trips and parishwide evangelization initiatives.

Volunteer

Implement an enhanced volunteer system and establish 
a volunteer climate that grows and sustains all parish 
ministries. We look forward to helping you discern how 
God is calling you to share more of your gifts and 
talents inside and beyond our church’s doors!

  Your faithful 
          hands in 
             our future

    Your giving hands 
              in our future

Parish  goals
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  Your just hands 
           in our future

Focus on Justice

Commit to the knowledge and understanding of social justice by 
identifying, creating awareness of and responding to the issues 
within our parish and in the broader community.  This will 
include service and outreach opportunities, educational forums, 
advocacy training, as well as parishwide initiatives that root our 
community in Catholic Social Teaching.

Educate Young People

Continue to provide quality education at St. Bartholomew Catholic School 
as we have done for over 60 years. Our challenging curriculum combined 
with state-of-the-art technology and student-centered instruction creates 
the conditions for our PK-6th grade scholars to achieve academic excellence. 
We are blessed with highly skilled and dedicated staff members who 
model and teach the Catholic values and skills students need to succeed 
academically, spiritually and socially.

Tuition and financial support from the parish cover most of the school’s 
general operating expenses. We are grateful for the incredible generosity 
of families, parishioners and friends who support our Annual Fund, Golf 
Tournament, Project 31 and other fundraisers. The Catholic Schools Center 
of Excellence continues to provide resources to help us provide an excellent 
faith-based education.

  Your educating 
      hands in 
          our future

Parish  goals
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Engage in Stewardship

Engage all parishioners in using their time, talent, and treasure to fulfill our vision and mission. Our new strategic 
plan is a spiritual path that invites us to use the gifts we have received from our gracious God and return them 
with increase.

When we engage in stewardship as a way of life at St. Bartholomew, we recognize that we already have more 
than enough and, in fact, have more than enough to share. We trust that our generous God will always provide 
for us.

   Your generous     
             hands in our future

Parish  goals
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The concepts of giving God our “first fruits” and tithing a fair percentage were first mentioned in the Old Testament.  In 
the New Testament, about half of Jesus’ parables address the proper use of our resources. How is the Lord calling 
you to use the resources that have been entrusted to you?
 

Sunday Giving

Our Sunday Giving Program allows parishioners to share their financial resources in a spirit of justice and love. 
Whether you are currently not contributing or have been contributing for years, we invite you to prayerfully 
consider what God is asking of you at this time. Completing your Annual Stewardship form helps you fulfill your 
intention to give back to God. 

Children’s Sunday Giving

Teaching stewardship to children and teenagers enables them to live their lives in gratitude for what they have received 
from God. As they begin to manage financial resources great and small, we encourage them to do three things with 
those resources: give to others, save wisely, and spend appropriately.

We currently receive about $1 per week in children’s envelopes. We definitely have room to grow! We encourage you 
to invite your children to complete an Annual Stewardship form so they can become intentional in their giving. If your child 
or teenager would like envelopes, contact the parish office, 952-473-6601.

Your hands ensuring our financial future
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 Your hands make a return to God

       Weekly gift by % of household income 

 Yearly Income 2% 3% 5% 10%

 $20,000 $8 $12 $19 $38

 $40,000 $15  $23   $38   $77

 $60,000 $23   $35   $58 $115

 $80,000 $31   $47   $77 $153

 $100,000 $38   $58   $96 $192

 $120,000 $46   $69  $115 $230

 $160,000 $62   $92  $154 $307

 $200,000 $77 $115  $192 $385

This chart provides a guideline for deciding the portion of your giving based on your income. We invite you to 
reflect annually and re-evaluate your financial giving to St. Bartholomew and other charitable organizations. Is 
your giving intentional, proportional, sacrificial, and grateful? Please spend time in prayer and then complete the 
Annual Stewardship Form and return it to St. Bartholomew.
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Legacy Society

We owe our children and grandchildren the example of lives lived with integrity and willingness to form and 
remain faithful to the Christian values we proclaim.  A planned gift expresses who you are and what matters 
in your life. Including St. Bartholomew Catholic Faith Community in your estate plans is a declaration of your 
beliefs and values.

If you have decided to leave a legacy gift to St. Bartholomew through your estate, please complete a Letter of 
Intention found on our website (www.st-barts.org/stewardship).

If you would like more information about setting up a legacy gift, please contact Jeannie Judge, Director of Stewardship 
and Development at jjudge@st-barts.org or 952-473-6601, x228.

Memorial Gifts

Memorial gifts are a special way to 
acknowledge a friend or a loved one 
who has passed away. 

In making a memorial gift to St. 
Bartholomew, you honor the life 
and faith of your loved one and 
help us to continue to nurture the 
faith of others. Funds received 
from memorial donations are 
used for special projects. For 
more information, please contact 
the parish office, 952-473-6601.

Your hands leave a legacy
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Catholic Services Appeal Refund                            
 
Church Ministries                                                     
Endowment, events, and fees
 
Envelopes and Plate                                                 
 
General Income                                                                 
Bulletin advertising, estate gifts, funerals, interest 
income, pop machine, weddings, and other
 
Images of Spring Dinner Auction                              
IOS net raised after expenses: $53,488
Fund-a-Need: $68,550
 
School                                                                       
Annual Fund, endowment, extended day/childcare
PTO, tuition and tuition assistance

$     33,558

$     70,788

$1,891,081

$     24,850

$   167,776

$   903,070

Parish  financial summary 2017/2018

Operations Revenues

Operations Revenues
$3,091,123

Envelopes & Plate
61%

Images of Spring
Dinner Auction

6%

Catholic Services Appeal Refund
1%

General Income
1%

Church Ministries
2%

School
29%
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Operations Expenditures
$2,864,252

Ministries & 
Community Outreach

8%

Church
Operations

9%

Church Building
& Grounds

7%
School Operations &

Building/Maintenance
13%

Church Buildings and Grounds                                  
Building improvements, building and equipment maintenance 
and repair, cleaning supplies,electricity, heating and waste removal
 
Church Operations                                                   
Insurance, equipment leases, postage, office supplies, maintenance 
contracts, technology, bank charges, Archdiocesan assessment
 
Church Salaries and Benefits                                  
 
Ministries and Community Outreach                       
 
School Operations and Building/Maintenance        
Books, classroom supplies, communications, equipment maintenance 
and repair, general supplies, maintenance, media, new programs 
and technology
 
School Salaries and Benefits

$   205,351

$   247,716

$   911,203

$   231,618

$   372,635

$   895,729

Operations Expenditures

Church Salaries
& Benefits

32%

School Salaries
& Benefits

31%

Parish  financial summary 2017/2018
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Legacy of Faith Educational Endowment

The Legacy of Faith Educational Endowment supports faith formation, 
youth ministry and our school.

Disbursement for FY 2017/2018 $     11,000

Fund balance (as of 6/30/2018) $1,448,340

Parish  financial summary 2017/2018
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St. Bartholomew Catholic School Revenue

Annual Fund                                             $      69,139
Endowment                                                                $        6,500
Extended Day/Childcare                         $      11,305
Other (Programs)                                           $    127,451
Parish Investment                                         $    412,100
Preschool Lease Income                                    $      20,237
PTO                                                                   $      78,389
State Refunds                                                   $      11,156
Tuition (includes tuition assistance of $54,648)  $    578,893
Total Revenues                                                        $ 1,315,170

St. Bartholomew Catholic School Expenses

Building and Maintenance                                    $     102,675
Salary and Benefits                                     $     895,729
Supplies and Other                                      $     269,960
Total Expenses                                                $  1,268,364

School financial summary 2017/2018
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Community Outreach Financial Summary (money taken from general operating fund)

For the fiscal year 2017/2018 our parish provided financial assistance to the following charitable organizations:

Holy Rosary Catholic Church (Includes $53,050 from IOS Fund-a-Need for new doors)  $    82,250
Interfaith Outreach                                                               $    20,500
Simpson Housing                                                                   $      1,174
Northside Pregnancy Options                                            $         859

Special Collections Financial Summary
(money and goods collected for outreach to others)        

2018 Catholic Services Appeal:  400 families gifted    $   133,960
Abria Baby Bottle Campaign                                            $      10,138
Ash Wednesday Collection (Venezuelan Mission)            $       4,729
Campaign for Human Development                                $       4,715
Catholic Communications Campaign                               $        1,338
Domestic Disaster/Hurricane Relief                                 $      26,379
Holy Land Collection                                                       $       5,234
Interfaith Outreach Housing Week                                  $     15,135
Peter’s Pence Collection                                                 $       1,513
Retirement Fund for the Religious                                   $       4,991
Summer Missions                                                           $     18,413
Thanksgiving Collection (Catholic Charities)                     $       2,101
World Missions Collection                                              $       2,161

Banyan Community/School’s Cool 136 Backpacks and 51 Catholic School Uniforms

Holy Rosary Giving Tree 193 pairs of shoes

Reaching hands  beyond our doors
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